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Remembrance of God
I.

JUNE 4, 2010

REVIEW
A. REMEMBERING IS IMPORTANT IN THE END
1. Following the past weeks of really digging into God’s creation process and what that means
to us today, I thought this the topic of thanksgiving and remembrance would fit well.
2 Peter 3:3-7 (ESV)
3 knowing this first of all, that scoffers will come in the last days with scoffing, following
their own sinful desires. 4 They will say, "Where is the promise of his coming? For ever
since the fathers fell asleep, all things are continuing as they were from the beginning of
creation." 5 For they deliberately overlook this fact (choose to forget or ignore), that the
heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the
word of God, 6 and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with
water and perished (because people forgot God). 7 But by the same word the heavens and
earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and
destruction of the ungodly (a warning to remember that He is still the creator and overseer of all
things).
2. These scriptures give powerful insight into how the enemy will seek to deceive in the last
days, so that many discredit and forget God as the Creator and Judge of the earth.
2 Peter 3:10-14,17-18 (ESV)
10 But the day of the Lord will come like a thief...11 Since all these thing are thus to be
dissolved, what sort of people ought you to be in lives of holiness and godliness, 12 waiting
for and hastening the coming of the day of God...13 But according to his promise we are
waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14 Therefore,
beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or
blemish, and at peace...17 You therefore, beloved, knowing this beforehand, take care that
you are not carried away with the error of lawless people and lose your own stability. 18 But
grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To him be the glory
both now and to the day of eternity. Amen.
3. For anyone who loses sight of God as Head over all things, Creator and Judge, they also
will lose sight of living holy and godly lives in the fear of the Lord and preparation of His
coming judgment and restoration.
4. Based on our belief and waiting for God to restore all things in the future, let us “be diligent
to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace,” and “take care that we are not
carried away with the error of lawless people.” “But grow in the grace and knowledge” of
Jesus. All of this is only empowered by our dependance and crying out to the Holy Spirit.
5. Belief, understanding and remembrance of the Biblical creation account is foundational to
belief, understanding and remembrance of the Biblical restoration of all things. When the
enemy seeks to discredit God in the beginning, then he is ultimately seeking to discredit
God’s ending...which should be our hope and motivation for living holy & godly lives.
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6. So, I truly believe that grasping God’s heart of Genesis 1-3 is essential for believers to
endure through the reality of the end, according to the Bible, with hearts unoffended at
God.

II. REMEMBERING HIM AND HIS GOODNESS IS ESSENTIAL
A. PERSPECTIVE MATTERS
Psalms 77:11-14
11 I will remember the deeds of the LORD; yes, I will remember your wonders of old. 12 I will
ponder all your work, and meditate on your mighty deeds. 13 Your way, O God, is holy. What
god is great like our God? 14 You are the God who works wonders; you have made known
your might among the peoples.
1. In the Bible it seems like God is continually trying to point the eyes of His people toward
Him and His ways. Not because he has an ego to take care of, but because it serves their
well being. When we place our eyes on His greatness and goodness, then our priorities
begin to align with His priorities, by the work of the Spirit in our lives. Some examples of
this are Joshua 24 & Nehemiah 9,10. After taking the time to remember the Lord moving in
their midst over time, they repented and then committed their ways back to Him.
2. Men’s hearts were always meant to be gripped by the goodness of God. When we
remember His goodness, then our lives are stripped of complaint/self-seeking, and we die
in order for His agenda to live through us. We desire to serve His purposes above our own.
Joshua 24:14-16 (ESV)
14 "Now therefore fear the LORD and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away
the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the LORD. 15
And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the LORD, choose this day whom you will serve,
whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the
Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD."
16 Then the people answered, "Far be it from us that we should forsake the LORD to serve
other gods,
Nehemiah 9:38 (ESV)
"Because of all this we make a firm covenant in writing; on the sealed document are the
names of our princes, our Levites, and our priests.
3. Prayer is such a gift to us, so that we might remember who He is, gain right perspective
and be encouraged by His Spirit to pursue a pure and holy life in light of that.
4. Remembering God’s grace and salvation helps us to see God's commands through eyes of
understanding and love, instead of rebellion. God constantly sought to encourage Israel in
this way, that they might obey and know Him.
Exodus 13:3
Then Moses said to the people, "Remember this day in which you came out from Egypt, out
of the house of slavery, for by a strong hand the LORD brought you out from this place.”
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Ex. 20:2
"I am the LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery. (Thou shall not...)”
Numbers 15:37-41
37 The LORD said to Moses, 38 "Speak to the people of Israel, and tell them to make tassels
on the corners of their garments throughout their generations...39 And it shall be a tassel
for you to look at and remember all the commandments of the LORD, to do them, not to
follow after your own heart and your own eyes, which you are inclined to whore after. 40 So
you shall remember and do all my commandments, and be holy to your God. 41 I am the
LORD your God, who brought you out of the land of Egypt to be your God: I am the LORD
your God."
Deuteronomy 5:15
You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God
brought you out from there with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm. Therefore the
LORD your God commanded you to keep the Sabbath day.
Deuteronomy 15:15
You shall remember that you were a slave in the land of Egypt, and the LORD your God
redeemed you; therefore I command you this today.
5. Many of the Davidic Psalms are great examples of what remembrance looks like in real life
situations and how it can set the tone for how we live.
Psalms 4:1-2,7-8
1 A Psalm of David. Answer me when I call, O God of my righteousness! You have given me
relief when I was in distress. Be gracious to me and hear my prayer! 2 O men, how long
shall my honor be turned into shame? How long will you love vain words and seek after
lies?...7 You have put more joy in my heart than they have when their grain and wine
abound. 8 In peace I will both lie down and sleep; for you alone, O LORD, make me dwell in
safety.
Psalms 11:1-4,7
1 To the choirmaster. Of David. In the LORD I take refuge; how can you say to my soul,
"Flee like a bird to your mountain, 2 for behold, the wicked bend the bow; they have fitted
their arrow to the string to shoot in the dark at the upright in heart; 3 if the foundations are
destroyed, what can the righteous do?" 4 The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD's
throne is in heaven; his eyes see, his eyelids test the children of man...7 For the LORD is
righteous; he loves righteous deeds; the upright shall behold his face.
Psalms 31:9-10,19-21
9 Be gracious to me, O LORD, for I am in distress; my eye is wasted from grief; my soul and
my body also. 10 For my life is spent with sorrow, and my years with sighing; my strength
fails because of my iniquity, and my bones waste away...19 Oh, how abundant is your
goodness, which you have stored up for those who fear you and worked for those who
take refuge in you, in the sight of the children of mankind! 20 In the cover of your presence
you hide them from the plots of men; you store them in your shelter from the strife of
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tongues. 21 Blessed be the LORD, for he has wondrously shown his steadfast love to me
when I was in a besieged city.

III. THANKSGIVING AS THE FRUIT OF REMEMBRANCE
A. REMEMBRANCE IS THE ROAD BY WHICH THANKSGIVING TRAVELS
1. A person’s prayer life can be made known through the level of thanks that exudes from
their life. As we behold Him & His goodness (remembering), thanksgiving becomes a
common declaration from our lips. We all have struggles as did David and many in the
Word. But it is in remembering the depths of who He is, in the midst of those struggles, that
we exalt Him above those problems.
Psalms 107:21-22 (ESV)
21 Let them give thanks to the Lord for his loyal love, and for the amazing things he has
done for people! 22 Let them present thank offerings, and loudly proclaim what he has
done!
2. Remembrance clears the fog that life can bring, lifts anxiety of current turmoil by seeing the
bigger picture, and ultimately leads to genuine thanksgiving.
3. Before we can declare His goodness (thanksgiving), we must first remember it. Throughout
the Bible, declaration of God and His goodness surrounds the remembrance of God and
His goodness. When we remember Him, thanksgiving and declaration naturally follows.
(i.e. when we get a great deal on something, our heart is thankful and we then declare it in
thanks, and many times then promote or proclaim it to others)
1 Chronicles 16:10-12,15,19-22,34 (ESV)
10 Glory in his holy name; let the hearts of those who seek the Lord rejoice! 11 Seek the Lord
and his strength; seek his presence continually! 12 Remember the wondrous works that he
has done, his miracles and the judgments he uttered... 15 Remember his covenant forever,
the word that he commanded, for a thousand generations... 19 When you were few in
number, and of little account, and sojourners in it, 20 wandering from nation to nation, from
one kingdom to another people, 21 he allowed no one to oppress them; he rebuked kings
on their account, 22 saying, “Touch not my anointed ones, do my prophets no harm!”
before the Lord, for he comes to judge the earth... 34 Oh give thanks to the Lord, for he is
good; for his steadfast love endures forever!...
Ezra 3:11 (ESV)
And they sang responsively, praising and giving thanks to the LORD, "For he is good, for
his steadfast love endures forever toward Israel." And all the people shouted with a great
shout when they praised the LORD, because the foundation of the house of the LORD was
laid.

IV. THE EFFECTS OF THANKSGIVING
A. RESPONSE TO PROBLEMS
1. When thanksgiving toward the Lord’s goodness is really at work in our hearts, peace is a
natural outcome because it helps us place trust in Him.
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Philippians 4:5-7 (ESV)
5 Let your reasonableness be known to everyone. The Lord is at hand; 6 do not be anxious
about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your
requests be made known to God. 7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all
understanding, will guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
2. Paul and Silas responded with remembrance in their situation, which eventually led to their
divine release. Problems will arise in our lives without doubt, but our attitude can be a
testimony and witness to the reality of our hearts! Even to the point of it affecting our
environment and those around us.
Acts 16:22-23,25-26 (ESV)
22 The crowd joined in attacking them...23 And when they had inflicted many blows upon
them, they threw them into prison...25 About midnight Paul and Silas were praying and
singing hymns to God, and the prisoners were listening to them, 26 and suddenly there was
a great earthquake, so that the foundations of the prison were shaken. And immediately all
the doors were opened, and everyone’s bonds were unfastened.
B. REVEALS HIS FAITHFULNESS
1. Thankfulness recognizes, or brings to light faithfulness in the one we are giving thanks for.
As a result, it can strengthen our trust and resolve in the Lord, as we remember and give
thanks for who He is and what He has done in our lives.
Psalms 28:6-7 (ESV)
6 Blessed be the LORD! For he has heard the voice of my pleas for mercy. 7 The LORD is
my strength and my shield; in him my heart trusts, and I am helped; my heart exults, and
with my song I give thanks to him.
Psalms 37:3-5 (ESV)
3 Trust in the Lord, and do good; dwell in the land and befriend (feed on) faithfulness.
4 Delight yourself in the Lord, and he will give you the desires of your heart. 5 Commit your
way to the Lord; trust in him, and he will act.
C. REVOLVING DOOR OF MUTUAL LOVE & BLESSING
1. Just like a parent loves to bless & reward the thankful heart of a child, the Lord is the same
with us.
D. CLEANSES OUR TONGUE
1. Our tongue is a very easy and clear sign of our heart’s response to God.
Ephesians 5:4 (ESV)
Let there be no filthiness nor foolish talk nor crude joking, which are out of place, but
instead let there be thanksgiving.
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Ephesians 5:19-20
19 addressing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making
melody to the Lord with your heart, 20 giving thanks always and for everything to God the
Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ,

V. FORGETTING IS DETRIMENTAL
A. DON’T FORGET!
Psalms 78:4-8,11 (ESV)
4 We will not hide them from their children, but tell to the coming generation the glorious deeds
of the LORD, and his might, and the wonders that he has done. 5 He established a testimony in
Jacob and appointed a law in Israel, which he commanded our fathers to teach to their
children, 6 that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, and arise and tell
them to their children, 7 so that they should set their hope in God and not forget the works of
God, but keep his commandments; 8 and that they should not be like their fathers, a stubborn
and rebellious generation, a generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not
faithful to God...11 They forgot his works and the wonders that he had shown them.

Deuteronomy 4:9,23 (ESV)
9 Only take care, and keep your soul diligently, lest you forget the things that your eyes
have seen, and lest they depart from your heart all the days of your life. Make them known
to your children and your children's children--...23 Take care, lest you forget the covenant of
the LORD your God, which he made with you, and make a carved image, the form of
anything that the LORD your God has forbidden you.
Deuteronomy 6:10-15 (ESV)
10 "And when the LORD your God brings you into the land that he swore to your fathers, to
Abraham, to Isaac, and to Jacob, to give you--with great and good cities that you did not build,
11 and houses full of all good things that you did not fill, and cisterns that you did not dig, and
vineyards and olive trees that you did not plant--and when you eat and are full, 12 then take
care lest you forget the LORD, who brought you out of the land of Egypt, out of the house of
slavery. 13 It is the LORD your God you shall fear. Him you shall serve and by his name you
shall swear. 14 You shall not go after other gods, the gods of the peoples who are around you-15 for the LORD your God in your midst is a jealous God--lest the anger of the LORD your God
be kindled against you, and he destroy you from off the face of the earth.

Psalms 9:17 (NET)
The wicked are turned back and sent to Sheol; this is the destiny of all the nations that
ignore (“forget” ESV) God,
Psalms 78:10-12 (ESV)
10 They did not keep God's covenant, but refused to walk according to his law. 11 They
forgot his works and the wonders that he had shown them. 12 In the sight of their fathers he
performed wonders in the land of Egypt, in the fields of Zoan.
Isaiah 17:10-11 (ESV)
10 For you have forgotten the God of your salvation and have not remembered the Rock of
your refuge; therefore , though you plant pleasant plants and sow the vine-branch of a
stranger, 11 though you make them grow on the day that you plant them, and make them

Daniel Training Network
www.danieltrainingnetwork.org

JUNE 4, 2010 7

Emmaus Road Gathering
Remembrance of God

blossom in the morning that you sow, yet the harvest will flee away in a day of grief and
incurable pain.
Romans 1:19-23,25 (ESV)
19 For what can be known about God is plain to them, because God has shown it to them. 20
For his invisible attributes, namely, his eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly
perceived, ever since the creation of the world, in the things that have been made. So they
are without excuse. 21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give
thanks to him, but they became futile in their thinking, and their foolish hearts were
darkened. 22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools, 23 and exchanged the glory of the
immortal God for images resembling mortal man...25 they exchanged the truth about God
for a lie and worshiped and served the creature (human-istic) rather than the Creator, who is
blessed forever! Amen.

VI. COMPLAINT IS THE DECLARATION OF FORGETTING
A. EFFECTS OF COMPLAINING
1. Corporate & individual complaint severely hinders faith to pursue what God has said.
Discouragement, Self-pity, and giving up slowly take us down a road of pride and
eventually giving up.
Numbers 13:27-28,30-33;14:20-23 (ESV)
27 And they told him, "We came to the land to which you sent us. It flows with milk and
honey, and this is its fruit. 28 However, the people who dwell in the land are strong, and the
cities are fortified and very large. And besides, we saw the descendants of Anak there...
30 But Caleb quieted the people before Moses and said, "Let us go up at once and occupy
it, for we are well able to overcome it." 31 Then the men who had gone up with him said,
"We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we are." 32 So they
brought to the people of Israel a bad report of the land that they had spied out, saying,
"The land, through which we have gone to spy it out, is a land that devours its inhabitants,
and all the people that we saw in it are of great height...33 and we seemed to ourselves like
grasshoppers...14:20 Then the Lord said...21 ‘But truly, as I live...22 none of the men who have
seen my glory and my signs that I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and yet have put me
to the test these ten times and have not obeyed my voice, 23 shall see the land... (Promised
Land)."
2. Complaint almost always leads to some type of finger pointing and blame game.
Selfishness feeds complaint, and then births blame. Those who complain, blame...and are
lame. :) Exodus 16:7-15;17:2-6
3. Complaint is also the instigator of gossip and even suicidal thoughts. Because of
discouragement or unmet expectations, people are prone to gossip, complain, and
ultimately want to give up through suicide or going back to the bondage they once were in.
Numbers 14:1-3 (ESV)
1 Then all the congregation raised a loud cry, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the
people of Israel grumbled against Moses and Aaron (gossiped amongst each other). The
whole congregation said to them, "Would that we had died in the land of Egypt! Or would
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that we had died in this wilderness! (suicidal thoughts) 3 Why is the LORD bringing us into
this land, to fall by the sword? Our wives and our little ones will become a prey. Would it
not be better for us to go back to Egypt?" (caused them to see bondage as better than it was)
4. Complaint is not yet dead to self but alive to individual/corporate “rights.” Numbers
16:3,12-15,21,31-35,41 gives a great outline of this.
• A competition birthed out of hearts that thought they deserved better. That competition
ended with God’s judgment. The losers get violently taken to Sheol.
• v.41-Just a few verses later (next morning) they complain again! Another 14,700 die
before atonement can be brought
• Complaints continue and in Numbers 21 fiery serpents munch on people and much of
Israel dies (21:6)!
5. Complaint in leadership will ultimately hinder those you lead.
Num. 12:1-2,10,15 (ESV)
1 Miriam and Aaron spoke against Moses...2 And they said, "Has the LORD indeed spoken
only through Moses? Has he not spoken through us also?" And the LORD heard it...
10 When the cloud removed from over the tent, behold, Miriam was leprous, like snow. And
Aaron turned toward Miriam, and behold, she was leprous...15 So Miriam was shut outside
the camp seven days, and the people did not set out on the march till Miriam was brought
in again.
6. If thanksgiving is a form of worship to God, then complaint is a form of worship to the
enemy.
Phil. 2:14-16 (ESV)
14 Do all things without grumbling or questioning, 15 that you may be blameless and
innocent, children of God without blemish in the midst of a crooked and twisted
generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world, 16 holding fast to the word of life,
so that in the day of Christ I may be proud that I did not run in vain or labor in vain
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